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More Modern Machinery
—THE MODERN FARMER'S NEED

.
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HE farmer of olden days had no labor-saving machinery. He didn't need it. His fields swarmed with serfs. Most of the real
work of preparing the seed bed and cultivating the crop was done with heavy hoes swung by hopeless brute-like men such as
that shown in Millet’s famous painting. For every job there was plenty of free serf labor, so the farmer cared nothing what-

v ever for highest returns per hour of man labor. His only thought-was for the highest possible yields per acre. '

Though circumstances have changed considerably, the aim of the farmer in many sections of Europe is still much like that of his
predecessor of long ags.  His acres are few, and, though serfdom has Ipng since vanished, his man labor is still plentiful and
c}}:pap. He‘atlll looks more to yield per acre than to multiplying his individual productive capacity®through tle extensive use of ma-
chinery. o, ¢ R e L :

Between 'that kind of farming and the kind that prevails in the United States there is little more in common than there is between
an Oriental rickshaw:and a high-powered automebile. Here in'this great country, farming has been developed through the wide use
of time-saving, labor-saving machinery. And it is largely because of that difference in method that the American farmer is as a king

in comparison with the peasant of the old world.

With only 7 per cent of the world's land and 6 per cent of its ﬁo;)ulaﬁon. and ‘mth only one-third §f that 6 t actually en-
gaged in agriculture, America produces 25 per cent of the world's wheat, 7 5fper cent of it)s’ corn, and 60 per cenl:?f i(t::l:.otl?:nl.la o Vi

The productive ability gained through the use of improved machinery has taken amazing strides in the last 70 . In 1849, th
* American farmer produced but 4.3 bushels of wh::at per capita, while at the present time his production is nearlj;aalrg br::aliels : pei
capita. In 1840, it required two hours of one man's time to produce, harvest and thresh a bushel of wheat. Today, to accomplish the
_ same result, but |0 minutes are necessary. - Sixty years ago, it required four and one-half hours of one man's time to produce a bushel
%f()::lzm; l::lt.:laglr,r ;h}t: l:ze tur(o;qun’ecl euc'l onljé ‘:lll n-::;:tml Sl&:lt;yn years m il;f reth:red 354 hours of man labor to make a ton of hay.
2 y, only o required, and the 18 less ne-thi ti Likewise, oi 1

for the farmer'in practically every farm operation. - 5 o ) e el .savmgs

Today the Ameérican farmer needs improved machinery more than in any of th ' l Jasewalizats
['oday the An n farn . : ma y of the pre-war years. Industnialization has brought
about a situatiop in which a steadily-growing majority of a rapidly-increasing population live in cities. In many f:l:iQn- cm:::riges.
the sa progess has taken place to an even more marked degree. To feed and clothe the world’s greatly-augmented industrial ma-
_Lc;nty at'a safe'profit to himself, the American farmer needs all of the aid that time-saving;: labor-saving modern machiner§ can give
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And that great need increases the opporturity forthe e vital service upon which the farm in:ipbment'\ nt business is based’
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